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FOOTBALL

The 2020 football season

got off to a slow start due to
Covid-19. There was concerns
that this would end the
season, but credit to Central
Football for working hard to
lock in a full season schedule.
There was great banter and
communication throughout
the lockdown, building up
the enthusiasm for when
lockdown would end and we
could get on the footy field
once more.

Lockdown ended and indeed
the enthusiasm was there, with

Results have been:

the boys hitting the training
field the same day restrictions
were liffed!

A month of fraining was had
before the first game with a
full squad of keen players!
The first games blew out
some cobwebs, and then
disappointingly we had two
cancellations in a row due to
weather before we cracked
back into things.

The division seems to be suited
to the current Athletic team,
with a lot of great games to
date.

Smash Palace Shockers 4-2 loss
Campion College 12-2 win
Thistle Vintage 4-2 |oss
Wainui Demons 5-1 loss
Wainui Sports Club 4-3 win
[TM Thistle 3-2 win

Heavy Equipment

Gisborne United 3rds 2-2 draw

The club is in good spirits
following the lockdown and
the team are looking forward
fo a good season. Special
mention to Jason Schirnack for
refing multiple games so far.

Training nights have been
changed to Thursday fo
align with Rugby, to fry and
promote a one club strategy.
Some positive feedback to
date.

WANT TO PLAY FOOTBALL?
, Contact Ben Blake

Phone: 027 818 9166
Email: wathleticafc@gmail.com

RUGBY

CONTACT LUKE HOW
Phone: 021 248 0959
Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

FOOTBALL

CONTACT BEN BLAKE
Phone: 027 818 9166
Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

CONTACT MIKE HARDIE
Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

Like our Facebook page

WAIROA ATHLETIC

SPORTS CLUB




Q&A WITH

CLUB PATRON BILL MEEK

How did your involvement start with
Athletic?

| was working at Mahia at the time,
| had come into town and was
camped at Swifts Hostel. One night
| was bored so | went for a run and
as | went past Lambton Square |
saw some feams training. At that
stage 4 or 5 different clubs trained
at Lambton. | went up to the first
coach | saw and asked “any
chance of a game?"” That coach
happened to be Rob Allen of
Athletic and | never looked back.

What was your favourite team of all
time to play in — any age or grade?
| had a lot of fun playing for the
Wairoa Sub Union in the 60’s.
Hawkes Bay had the Ranfurly Shield
in the late 60’s and rugby was
strong. We travelled to Hasfings,
Waipukurau, Dannevirke etc and
the parks would be packed. | wish
they had kept sub union rugby
going as it provided feeder players
for higher levels.

What has been your most
enjoyable team to coach and
why?

In the mid to late 70’s | coached a
team of school boys, there was no
one around to coach them and

they were distraught. | stepped up
and took them under my wing, at
the time we were still training at
Lambton. | made these guys work
hard, full physical contact. | would
take them on my Bedford to Pilot
Hill and make them run back to
Lambton.

We worked hard and then the fun
came — we got fit and then had a
really enjoyable time. Everyone was
out to crunch the white boys but
we were up to it. We had a winning
combination.

The highlight of that season was
Jamie Cox scoring over 100 points,
all tries and all only 3 points each.

Who has been the most talented
player you have seen come
through the Athletic Club?

Without a doubt Greg Sommerville.
His parents were good club people.
When he was propping for the

All Blacks my favourite line to tell
everyone was that he used to
crawl around in his nappies at the
Athlefic clubrooms. You could see
at a young age he had talent but
also the desire fo succeed.

If you had your chance again as
a player would you have done
anything different?

Chances are if you have passed
through the Athletic Clubrooms
since it was built you would have
bumped into club stalwart Bill
Meek. A man devoted to Rugby
and whose tireless effort has
promoted Rugby not only for
Athletic but for Wairoa as a whole.
Bills often visionary ideas are always
jotted in his notebook to come

out at committee meetings or at
informal discussion groups. Never
one to sit on his laurels, if he doesn’t
get support he bloody does it
anyway.

The endless support of his wife Gael
kept Bill on task, her involvement
extended fo managing teams and
taking a hands on role in the club.
Luke How had the pleasure to sit
with Bill and discuss a few things
about his life and Rugby in general.

Photo Caption:
Bill and Gael Meek at their

home in Wairoa, taken in
August of 2020

Fitness, Fitness, Fitness! We were
generally fit from labouring but we
didn’t do the targeted fitness things
that are around today. Kel Tremain
said to me “when you can run for
an hour at % pace then your ready
for rugby."” Fitness can turn a good
rugby player into a great rugby
player.

Where do you see the clubs future?
Work hard to get bums on seats,
both players and club members.
We need to keep these young guys
interested. Give them an outlet for
fun and they will flock there. There
are great facilities available at
Athletic, use them to their potential.
We can be narrow minded and
closed off to opportunities; this isn't
the way forward — look at all things
on their full merit.

As always we need drivers, keep
good coaches and management
and have a committee that is
enthusiastic.

Any words of encouragement for
up and coming youngsters?

Have fun and enjoy yourself.

When the team is having fun they’ll
frain having fun. When they train
having fun they’ll get fit.

The rest is easy.



2020 ATHLETIC
COMMITTEE

MEMBERS

CLUB PRESIDENT

Michael Pickering
Email: michael@pickeringfd.co.nz

CLUB VICE PRESIDENTS

Kathleen Pickering
Email: kat@wildsparrow.co.nz

Robert Hamblyn
Email: milkyinnz@gmail.com

Paul Morunga
Email: pgmorungal@gmail.com

CLUB SECRETARY

Michael Hardie
Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

CLUB TREASURER

Luke How
Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN

Jason Smith
Email: tiusf40@hotmail.com

CLUB PATRON
Bill Meek
Email: gaelforce@kinect.co.nz

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Luke Knight
Ben Blake
Vaughan Goldsmith
Vaughan McNabb
Stephen Huata
Brodie Hamilton

WANT TO GET
INVOLVED?

CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY
wathleticrfc@gmail.com

RUGBY

Post Covid was a minefield
for the Wairoa Athletic Rugby
Management. There were so
many rules and regulations
to navigate that it seemed
inevitable there wouldn't be
a season. This was a shame
after all the hard work that
went into getting a team over
to the Chatham Islands pre
season.

Poverty Bay rugby did

some hard yards around
engagement and put some
ideas to the club. The decision
was made to run with it and
enter a team. With the new
“game on" rules it meant that
If you furned up with at least
10 players you had a game
and the other team matched
you player for player. You
could also agree on how long
the halves would be.

The first two tfrainings only had
8 — 12 at them. But word soon
got around that there was fun
involved - the boys started
coming out of the wood work.
There is anywhere between
20-30 furning up for current
frainings, which can be a full
on job for Toby Taylor and
Brodie Hamilton who cook the
meal for after training, the hot
plates and vats get a pretty
good work out. Thank you to
the stations that have supplied
mutton and venison and also
George Hunt from Silver Fern
Farms who provided steak.

We have just finished the first
round and are on top of the
table. The games to date
have been:

Win v. Ngatapa at Patutahi
10 - 9. Moss Doran kicking a
penalty out wide in the dying
minutes to claim the victory.

Win v. YMP at home 43-10.
Local shepherd from Okare
Station Jimmy Downes

showing his talent and scoring
twice in the win. YMP had

a good team but Athletic
managed to get the bounce
of the ball in the day.

Loss v Tapuae at their grounds
17 - 20. A hard fought game
and our tactical and decision
making errors costing us in the
end.

Win v Pirates at home 32 - 12.
A game where the old heads
stepped up to steady the ship
when needed and the young
guns providing the flair.

Being a home and away
comp means we swap
grounds for the second round.
No finals this year means we
want to finish fop of the table
after round two to claim the
Lew Paftison trophy.

The sponsors have really
stepped up this year and
Rugbys next newsletter will be
a shout out to them, and we
hope to have all of them join
us for an end of year Sponsors
Dinner.

WANT TO PLAY RUGBY?¢

@ Contact Luke How
Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz



JUNIOR
SOCCER

Wairoa Junior Soccer is going
to spring into term 4 with a
brand new concept and day
to play!

Wairoa Junior Soccer is
feaming up with Wairoa
Athletic Sports Club to give
the sport a makeover ensuring
football fiends from across the
district still get a chance to
kick a winner in 2020!

Junior Soccer is now going

to take place on Tuesdays
after school from 3.30pm with
a local league for children
from year 1 through to year 12
faking place on the athlefic
football grounds.

The league will start on the

first Tuesday of term 4 once
daylight savings has kicked in
and school sand clubs will be
asked to submit their teams by
the end of the term 3.

The Club is planning on
working collaboratively with
Wairoa Junior Soccer and
can see the evening working
much like JAB Rugby or the
Wairoa Basketball league
where schools submif teams.
With enough teams in each
grade a local round robin
competition will be run with
semi-finals, and finals marking
the end of the season.

Rules and league details will
be sent out to relevant schools
and sports clubs and will also
be posted on the Wairoa
Athletic Facebook Page along
with registration forms

The basic format will loosely
follow Cenftral Footballs Junior
Soccer guide with 15 minute
halves and feam numbers will
vary through the age groups
with years 1 through 4 fielding
teams of 5 aside years 5 and
6 will field 7 aside and years 7

RUGBY

$115 per season
CONTACT LUKE HOW

Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

FOOTBALL

$115 per season
CONTACT LUKE KNIGHT

Phone: 022 324 4151
Email: lukejosiahknight@gmail.com

Footballis played in winter in and 8 will play ¢ aside. There Yearly Subscription

some countries and through are no goadlies except for year - 5

spring and summer in others 7 and 8 Single 185

said Wairoa Junior Soccer Married couple $250

President Alex Powdrell. ‘I am really excited about Student $125

‘So although we are not mixing it up this year and it will -

reinventing the wheel it is certainly be interesting to see Family *310

certainly a new concept for if this format is preferred to our Squash Upgrade for s

Wairoa" she said. traditional Saturday morning Rugby & Football Members 85
opftion." Alex said

Wairoa Athletic Sports Club N

President Michael Pickering is For the season to be successful §once55|on

very supportive of the move regardless of when it takes Single Game 7

and believes an afternoon place we will still need people 1 Month (30 days) $25

league held in Spring could
be very successful “Winter is
fraditionally sport heavy in
Wairoa and often parents are
spread thin trying to support all
of the sports on offer at once
so spreading them out could
garner more support and
allow kids who would be fied
up with other winter sports the
opportunity to give football a
go” Mr Pickering said.

to step up and take on some
of the support roles, she said.
We will certainly need some
help running the league,
help setting up the grounds,
packing down and managing
the draws those interested
can indicate their support
by contacting Alex or if you
would like any additional
information about Junior
Soccer.

CONTACT MIKE HARDIE

Phone: 027 424 4228

Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

WANT TO SUPPORT JUNIOR SOCCER?
Contact Alex Powdrell

Phone: 021 856 800
Email: alex@visionprojects.co.nz

BECOME AN ATHLETIC

For just $20 per year

Pay at the bar & recieve your
loyalty card
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FOOTBALL

SQUASH

Hooper Livestock

WANT TO BECOME A

CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY
wathleticric@gmail.com

SQUASH

Similar to football, Covid-19
made it a slow start to the
season. The committee used
this time to look at improving
the squash facilities including
electronic scoring equipment,
court cameras, improved
changing room facilities, to
name a few.

Membership was promoted,
and following lockdown
Mercantile Squash tournament
commenced. What a great
atmosphere and good squash
on display. Waikare squash
club entered a team, and this
has been a great addition.
Mercantile hasn't seen 8
teams enter the competition
for many years.

Wairoa has hosted interclub
competition between
Gisborne and Napier for the
past 8-10 weeks. It has been
great to see the level of
squash that the Wairoa squash
members can aspire to get fo.

UPCOMING EVENTS

SQUASH CLUB CHAMPS ON NOW!
Monday, August 17" to Friday August 21+

SQUASH WAIKARE CHALLENGE
Friday August 28

HONKI HORI COMPETITION & PRIZEGIVING

Saturday October 17"

Great to see club members
Jonny Hardie and Matt Ross
playing in this for the Gisborne
feam.

Club Champs are planned
for the 17th-21st August, with
a number of keen members
entering this. This decides
the champion of our club in
respective groups.

A Waikare Challenge is
scheduled for the 28th August,
a new event on the calendar.
Honki Hori Tournament will be
held on the same day as our
annual prizegiving on October
17th and it is likely that a Hika
return trip will be held.

Squash is progressing well, and
the enthusiasm is great to see.
Any one keen to join the
committee to progress our
sport, please see Mike. We

are particularly interested in
getting someone to run the
Junior squash section.

WANT TO PLAY SQUASH?2
Contact Mike Hardie

Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com




