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CODE
CONTACTSUPDATE

PRESIDENTS

SQUASH
CONTACT MIKE HARDIE

Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

SENIOR RUGBY
CONTACT LUKE HOW
Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL
Phone: 021 138 4501

Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

JUNIOR RUGBY

CONTACT BEN BLAKE
Phone: 027 818 9166

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

SENIOR FOOTBALL

SHARN BLACK
Phone: 021 297 5732

Email: sharnblack001@gmail.com

JUNIOR FOOTBALL

It’s hard to believe we are 
coming to the end of 2021; 
the year sure has flown by, it’s 
been another busy year for 
Athletic. We were relatively 
lucky that covid didn’t interrupt 
our winter sport codes apart 
from JAB, we did have to briefly 
postpone the squash club 
championship, which has since 
been completed. We have 
seen the reintroduction of junior 
squash and football this year, 
its fantastic to see the future of 
our club running around and 
enjoying the facilities that many 
of us had the opportunity to do 
as children. 

We lost two stalwarts of our 
club this past year, firstly our 
former Patron Bruce Mackay 
in August, then Gael Meek in 
October. Bruce bled black 
and white, he was a former 
Player, Club Captain, President, 
and was our Patron for over 
40 years. Our club wouldn’t 
be where it is today if it wasn’t 
for Bruce, He was one of life’s 
true gentlemen and we will 
miss him greatly. Gael was a 

valued member of the club, 
and supported Bill through all 
the years and even managing 
rugby teams throughout this 
time. The club would like to 
extend its condolences to both 
the Mackay and Meek families. 

I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the 
committee of 2021 for all their 
hard work and commitment 
to the club, without your 
enthusiasm, time and effort 
we wouldn’t be able to run 
so efficiently and provide the 
community with the facilities 
and sporting opportunities that 
we do. 

I would like to wish everyone a 
happy and safe holiday season 
and I look forward to seeing 
everyone back at the club in 
2022 which I’m sure is going to 
be even bigger and better than 
2021.

Michael Pickering



COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Luke Knight
Ben Blake

Vaughan Goldsmith
Vaughan McNabb

Brodie Hamilton
Katie Cornwall

CLUB SECRETARY
Michael Hardie

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

CLUB TREASURER
Luke How

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN
Jason Smith

Email: tiusf40@hotmail.com

CLUB PRESIDENT
Michael Pickering

Email: michael@pickeringfd.co.nz

CLUB VICE PRESIDENTS
Kathleen Pickering

Email: kat@wildsparrow.co.nz

Robert Hamblyn
Email: milkyinnz@gmail.com

Paul Morunga
Email: pgmorunga1@gmail.com

CLUB PATRON
Bill Meek

Email: gaelforce@kinect.co.nz

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

WANT TO GET
INVOLVED?
CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY

wathleticrfc@gmail.com

The Athletic Men’s Football 
team finished the season in 3rd 
Place of the 3rd Division of the 
Gisborne League. The season 
started out with a combined 
2nd and 3rd Division, and this 
split half way through with 
Athletic in the 3rd division.

It was a challenging on field 
year, goals hard to come by 
and the wins often escaping 
the team in the last quarter of 
the game. Despite this, it was 
one of the most memorable 
years in memory in terms of 
squad numbers, team spirit, 
and attracting a bunch of like-
minded people keen to have 
a kick around. A solid base to 
take the team into the 2022 
season.
Many people need thanking 
for the season, without these 
people we wouldn’t a have a 
team, wouldn’t have a reason 
to turn up and represent the 
club we all love. A lot of this 
goes on behind the scenes, but 
definitely not unnoticed! 
-Thanks to Ben Blake. The 
succession plan for the Athletic 
management, he takes on his 
management role very well, 
organising the team each 
week, before and after the 
game.
-Sandy and Andy for keeping 
the team fed, and in nice clean 
playing uniforms each week.

-The Club – thanks to the 
executive committee of 
Athletic for being supportive 
and allowing the team to be 
part of this great club.
-Our number one sponsor and 
on-going supporter – QRS. 
Words can’t explain what they 
do for our team, but just a big 
thank you to them for all they 
do. In particular, long-time 
player and supporter Tony 
O’Sullivan, ensuring the boys 
are looked after, the field is 
in top notch condition, and 
that footy is still a presence in 
Wairoa.
-Last but certainly not least – our 
supporters. Rain, hail, or shine, 
they are there to support us. It 
is a great feeling to have them 
cheering us on, even when the 
results didn’t go our way, they 
were always there. Thank you.
Our Annual prizegiving was held 
following the covid lockdown 
and a while after the season 
was completed. An ‘old boys’ 
v ‘new boys’ was held on a 
scorcher of a day, with the new 
boys coming away with a 2-1 
victory. 

We look on to 2022, and we 
do it all again. Merry Xmas and 
a Happy New year, thanks to 
everyone that makes the club 
successful, rest up and we will 
see you next year ready to go!!

UPDATE
FOOTBALL

Back L-R: Laone Thake, Jonny Hardie, Harry Champion, Mike Hardie, Phil Molina, 
Sharn Karaitiana Black, Karl Wichers, Joe DeKock, Ray Hawley, Tana Ward.

Front L-R: Luke Graves, Shannon Blocka Crane, Jason Smith, Ryan O’Sullivan, 
Ben Blake, Clint Ward.

Absent: Hira Campbell, Hanif Deylami, Gabriel Hernandez Soto, Brad Hetet, 
Luke Knight, Shaw Mackintosh, Paul Westwood, Sy Yarrall, Grunta Young.



Most outstanding - R. O’Sullivan
Most conscientious - P. Molina
Most improved - S. Crane (Blocka)
Best and Fairest - J. Hardie
Best Back - M. Hardie
Best forward - H. Champion
Best Mid - J. Hardie
Best Goal - J. De Kock
Players Player of the year - M. Hardie
Players runner up player of the year - J. Hardie
Golden boot - R. O’Sullivan (8)
Smith/Hardie Cup - B. Blake
Doug McDermott supporters cup - Mike and Jonny Hardie

2021 FOOTBALL 
AWARDS

Phone: 027 818 9166
Email: wathleticafc@gmail.com

WANT TO PLAY FOOTBALL?
Contact Ben Blake

UPCOMING EVENTS

CLUB AGM
Tuesday February 15th at 7pm

RUGBY TRAINING BEGINS
Thursday February 17th

CLUB OPEN DAY
Sunday January 30th

CLUB WORKING BEE
Sunday January 23rd

MERCANTILE SQUASH
BEGINS
Friday May 6th

FOOTBALL TRAINING BEGINS
Thursday March 3rd

QUIZ NIGHT
Friday June 17th

GOLF DAY FUNDRAISER
Saturday March 12th

CLUB DAY
Saturday June 25th

JUNIOR SQUASH BEGINS
Saturday April 10th

JAB MUSTER
Saturday April 10th

Below: Ryan O’Sullivan with 
his golden boot trophy

Left: 15 year gold badges were 
presented to Jason Smith and 
Blocka Crane. 

Due to the ongoing growth of 
our club we are seeking the 
services of a suitably qualified 
person to fill the newly created 
role of Club Co-ordinator. 
This position is a combination 
of our Secretary and Treasurer 
roles and will be a paid/
contracted position freeing up 
our volunteers to focus on other 
club initiatives.

If you are interested in 
being part of a progressive, 
community focused club 
please email our club secretary 
with subject line: 
club co-ordintor role
to wathleticrfc@gmail.com. 
Once received a description 
of the position we be sent via 
return email.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING OUR 
CLUB COORDINATOR?

PAID
POSITION
AVAILABLE



UPDATE
SQUASH
Another year of squash done 
and dusted! And what a year 
it was. Many exciting initiatives 
were put in place, the aim 
being increasing the presence 
and depth of squash in 
Wairoa.

Club nights were popular in 
the early parts of the season, 
everyone keen to improve 
their level of squash. Thanks to 
Luke Graves for driving this.

Junior Squash was a big goal 
of the committee for 2021, 
and we got it started! Thanks 
to Hira Campbell who got the 
initial Junior coaching under 
way with a coach from Napier 
coming through to kick things 
off, before Sara Bird (former 
Club Champ) took over the 
reigns and trained up some 
keen young players. 
We hosted an eastern squash 
junior tournament also. This is 
a great base to move forward 
and grow our junior squash in 
2022.

Mercantile Squash – this 
was an amazing year for 
Mercantile Squash. 12 teams 
(most in many years!) of keen 
squash players vying for the 
title. 2 Waikare teams this year 
was amazing, and one of 
the rounds was held at their 
squash club as a thank you 
for all that they sacrifice to 
be part of our tournament. 

The final was held between 
Waikare #1 and WMC Athletic, 
with Waikare #1 winning it in 
an intense and exciting final. 
The wooden spoon this year 
went to Mac Signs, one of the 
longest standing and original 
mercantile teams. They will be 
back bigger and better next 
year I am sure!
Thanks to everyone that made 
this tournament a success!

Matt Ross has joined the 
Eastern Squash Board, 
representing Wairoa. He is 
based out of Gisborne, but is 
a huge supporter of Wairoa 
Squash and keeps us up to 
date of where we need to be 
to improve our squash club.

Renovations – This year the 
squash club undertook some 
renovations, with the courts 
getting upgraded i.e. Walls 
and Floors. It looks amazing 
and thanks for the patience 
in getting this done, as there 
were a few closures. Thanks 
to Min Johansen and the 
Johansen contracting boys in 
fitting us in their busy schedule 
to get it done.
With these changes, there 
is a bit more needed to be 
done in terms of ventilation 
to make the playing surface 
appropriate, so the committee 
will look forward and see how 
we can continue to improve 
our club.

THANKS TO THE COMMITTEE 
WHO EACH TOOK AN 

ACTIVE ROLE IN GETTING 
OUR SQUASH ON THE MAP:

Luke Graves, Hira Campbell, 
Vaughan Goldsmith, Luke 

Knight, Milky Hamblyn, 
Vaughan McNabb

SPECIAL
THANKS

THANKS TO OUR 

SPONSORS

SPONSOR
RUGBY

SPONSOR
FOOTBALL

SPONSOR
SQUASH

WANT TO BECOME A

SPONSOR?
CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY

to request a copy of our 
sponsorship proposal

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

THANKS TO
SPECIAL

For your ongoing 
support



2021 SQUASH CLUB
CHAMPIONS
Open A Division - Matt Ross
Open A Division 1st Round Plate - Ben McNay
Open A Division 2nd Round Plate - Mike Owen
Open A Division 3rd Round Plate - Vaughan Goldsmith
Womens A Division - Cathy Goldsmith

Open B Division - Tim Brownlie
Open B Division 1st Round Plate - Bennett Manson
Open B Division 2nd Round Plate - Jason Smith
Open B Division 3rd Round Plate - Jamie Cox
Womens B Division - Marrit Kirkenier

Mens C Division - Bush Hawkins
Mens C Div 1st Round Plate - Joe McGregor
Mens C Div 2nd Round Plate - Phil Molina
Mens C Div 2nd Round Special Plate - Rawiri Hiko
Mens C Div 3rd Round Plate - Paul Morunga
Womens C Division - Lucy Hawkins
Womens C Division Plate - Bec Morrell
Womens C Division Special Plate - Janine How

Junior Boys - Chase Carroll

2021 MERCANTILE 
WINNERS
Winners - Waikare #1
Wooden Spoon - Mac Signs
Kevin Vette Cup Most Dedicated Mercantile Player - Mike Hardie

There are a couple of prizes 
that will be presented at the 
end of the year, not included 
in the lists below.

We will look to wrap the 
year up with Honki Hori and 
Prizegiving, dates to be 
confirmed.

Thanks to all that have 
been involved in squash, an 
amazing year and looking 
forward to developing in 2022 
even further! Have a nice 
break, use the courts over 
summer, and we will do it all 
again next year!!!

MEMBERSHIP
FEES

SQUASH
Yearly Subscription
Single $150 

ONE CLUB ONE SUB

Married or de facto couple $300
ONE CLUB ONE SUB 
X2

Student under 19 $50
Family 2 adults, 2 under 19s $315

Casual
Single Game $7
30 day membership $25

CONTACT MIKE HARDIE
Phone: 027 424 4228

Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

$150 per season ONE CLUB ONE SUB
CONTACT LUKE HOW
Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

SENIOR RUGBY

$10 per season
SHARN BLACK

Phone: 021 297 5732
Email: sharnblack001@gmail.com

JUNIOR FOOTBALL

$20 per year
Pay at the bar to recieve your 
loyalty card or email our club 

secretary at 
rwathleticrfc@gmail.com

SOCIAL MEMBER

$10 per season
CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

JUNIOR RUGBY

$150 per season ONE CLUB ONE SUB
CONTACT BEN BLAKE
Phone: 027 818 9166

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

SENIOR FOOTBALL

Gain unlimited access to all codes for just $150 per year or $15 per month
ONE CLUB ONE SUB

Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

WANT TO PLAY SQUASH?
Contact Mike Hardie



CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY
to request a copy of our sponsorship proposal

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

WANT TO BECOME A

CLUB SPONSOR?

UPDATE
RUGBY
The Senior Rugby Team had an 
outstanding 2021 season under 
the guidance of Paul Morunga, 
Turuki Tahuri and Moss Doran.
The season started properly 
in early May and the team 
gelled from the start. With 
plenty of young players around 
the enthusiasm was high and 
some energetic combinations 
were formed. Poverty Bay tried 
something new with a round 
robin tournament to kick off the 
season. This was a good initial hit 
out for the boys.
Out of the 10 games for the 
season 9 were won with the only 
loss being to Pirates in Gisborne. 
Refereeing is a hard task for 
anyone but it felt as if Athletic 
were severely disadvantaged 

by the refs for the whole 
season. By focusing on the 
game and getting ahead on 
the scoreboard the boys were 
able to take the ref out of the 
equation.
The sweetest win was the 
final played at Rugby Park 
in Gisborne against old rival 
Tapuae. The game was one of 
attrition for the first half and the 
starting team did exactly what 
was asked of them. Tapuae 
were up at half time but Athletic 
had the stronger bench and 
the tactical moves at the right 
time had the desired impact 
with final score being 22 -15. 
Angus Twigley scored the only 
try and Moss Doran had an MVP 
performance with a personal 

haul of 17 points from the boot. 
Moss had an outstanding season 
and amassed a personal points 
haul for the season of 143 points 
including 10 tries.
The plan is to stay in the senior 1 
division next year and focus on 
getting fitter and good skill bases 
for the players. Several were 
picked for higher honours with 
different Poverty Bay rep teams.
The rugby team take this 
opportunity to thank the 
committee of the club for all the 
hard work they put in keeping it 
trucking forward and organizing 
events for the members to enjoy.
All the best for a cruisy Christmas 
and a positive 2022. 

Most Improved: Anthony Krawczyk
Most Outstanding: Jimmy Downes
Points with Boot: Moss Doran
Most Tries: Moss Doran
MVP: Moss Doran
Most Promising: Kyle Rhodes
Most Conscientious: Tipene Raroa
Best Forward: Henry Subtil
Best Back: George Twigley
Most Consistent: Daniel Knubley

2020 RUGBY
AWARDS

Charteris Choppers
Pickering Cabinet Makers

Hamish Pryde
The Tyre General Wairoa

Te Kapu Apiaries
Wairoa Building Supplies

Tom Lane Property Brokers
Wairoa Wines & Spirits

Affco NZ

SPECIAL THANKS TO THIS YEARS 

SPONSORS



Back L-R: Kyle Rhodes, Angus Anderson, Angus Twigley, James Downs, Jock 
Dodgshun, George Twigley, Fletcher Mildon, Tipene Raroa.

Middle L-R: Toby Taylor, Cameron Hassall (Manager), Damen Taukamo-Huata, 
Turuki Tahuri, Aaron Ioane, George Hunt, Anthony Krawczyk, Tom Dever 
(Manager), Paul Morunga (Coach), Michael Pickering (President).

Front L-R: Coleman Cribb, Karl Donovan, Luke How, Moss Doran, Jack Phillips 
(Captain), Alex Little, Daniel Knubley, Daniel Cornwall, Henry Subtil.

Ball boys L-R: Oscar How, Lachie Cornwall.

Absent: Kurt Taylor, Joe McGregor, Ritchie Price, Canning Taumata, Josh Powdrell.

Phone: 021 248 0959
Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

WANT TO PLAY RUGBY?
Contact Luke How

Like our Facebook page
WAIROA ATHLETIC
SPORTS CLUB

SUB
CLUB
ONE

ONE

ALL OUR
CODES

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
GIVES YOU ACCESS TO

Are you a rugby or 
football member that 

has been thinking about 
playing squash?

Our one club one 
sub fee structure 

means you can give 
squash a try without 

paying any extra fees

Pay one fee to 
access ALL CODES

From left:
Most Valuable Player Primary Grade - Tom Munro
Most Valuable Player Junior Grade - Brooke Powdrell
Most Valuable Player Ripper Grade - Sam Powdrell and Noah 
Powdrell

2020 JUNIOR RUGBY 
AWARDS



CLUB
LOUNGE

HIRE OUR

FOR YOUR
EVENT

$250
LOUNGE BOOKINGS 

ARE AVAILABLE 
FROM

VENUE?
LOOKING FOR A

Contact our Club Secretary 
to find out more:

wathleticrfc@gmail.com

UPDATE

JUNIOR
RUGBY
Our 2021 JAB season kicked 
off to a tremendous start with 
the JAB muster held at the 
Athletic grounds on Sunday 
April the 11th. This was a 
great day to meet and greet 
for parents, children and 
coaches. This day was finished 
off with a sausage sizzle for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Our season saw three teams in 
the Wairoa JAB competition. 
One in each division - Primary, 
Junior and Ripper.  During the 
season we enjoyed a very 
successful club day which was 
held on Saturday the 19th of 
June. Safe to say it was an 
all-round win on this day for 
Athletic. 

We were lucky to enjoy a 
longer season this year as for 
most of it COVID kept away, 
our season did come to an 
end due to COVID in August, 
with only one weekend left for 
the season we were reluctant 
however ready to accept our 
season was over. A few 
quiet months passed 
by and before we 
knew it prize giving 
was ready to 
be held. Again 
another very 
successful day 
with amazing 
support shown 
by the Athletic 
committee, 
children, 
parents/
caregivers and 
families. Families 
together enjoyed 
shared lunch and a 
good catch up before 
departing. 

I would like to thank the 
Athletic Committee for fully 
supporting and guiding me 
through my first year as JAB 
Delegate, I have thoroughly 
enjoyed being an active part 
of this club. Thank you to this 
year’s coaches for doing an 
amazing job guiding and 
coaching our children. Most 
appreciated. Thank you 
Janine for organising and 
keeping the hot dog and 
chips rolling, was nice not 
having to cook dinner each 
Thursday. Thank you Ryan for 
taking our team photos for 
2021. Lastly thank you to the 
children, you have all done 
our club proud. To those 
children moving on next year, 
all the very best with your 
future rugby endeavours. 
I look forward to the 2022 
season. 

Thank you.

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

WANT TO PLAY JUNIOR RUGBY?
Contact Katie Cornwall

For just $20

PURCHASE YOUR OWN

ATHLETIC CAP

Just ask at the bar



UPDATE
JUNIOR FOOTBALL
Junior football returned to Wairoa 
this year under the new name of 
Athletic Junior Football, run by the 
Wairoa Athletic Sports Club, run 
initially on a Thursday afternoon in 
summer instead of the traditional 
Saturday morning in winter, it was 
believed would make football 
more accessible for the children, 
whilst keeping weekends free for 
family time.

Athletic junior football kicked off 
in term 1 of the school year, the 
response was outstanding with 
156 children registered for the 
first term, it emphasized the 
need for junior football in our 
community with the children 
enjoying learning and 
developing new skills each 
week. With the success of 
the initial season, and with so 
many young ones keen to get 
out on the field and kick a ball 
around it was decided to hold it 
again in term 4.

In term 1 junior football was held 
on Thursday afternoons from 
4pm till 5pm. Following Central 
Football’s junior format of 45 
minutes of drills followed by a 
15-minute game to finish off. 
Children were broken down into 
their age groups years 1 &2, 3&4, 
5&6, 7&8, doing this allowed 
for drills aimed for the different 
age groups and help develop a 
foundation of skills and teamwork 
for the children. The term 4 season 
kicked off with a change of day 
to Tuesdays to avoid potential 
clashes with other codes in the 
district, we have found that 
Thursday is better suited, and we 
will be reverting back to Thursdays 
in the future. 

Like our Facebook page

WAIROA ATHLETIC SPORTS CLUB

Phone: 021 297 5732
Email: sharnblack001@gmail.com 

WANT TO PLAY JUNIOR FOOTBALL?
Contact Sharn Black

We were fortunate to secure 
funding from Firstlight Foundation 
which made it possible for us to 
purchase new equipment for 
the children to enjoy, new balls 
and bibs were well received, 
you could see the children’s 
excitement at having new balls to 
kick around.

The 2021 Athletic junior football 
season finished on Tuesday 7 
December, with a prizegiving 
and sausage sizzle. The club has 
enjoyed being able to revive 
football for the children of Wairoa 
in the new after school format. 
The coaches have commented 
how rewarding it has been to 
pleasure on the children’s faces 

light up and the enjoyment they 
are getting from having fun, 
developing their football skills, 
and having a kick around. 

A big thank you must go out to 
our volunteer coach’s, we are 
lucky to have a group of coach’s 
that all play or have played for 
the Athletic senior football team 
in the past, it has allowed us to 
be able to pass on the skills we 
have acquired throughout our 
years of playing. We will look at 

holding courses next year prior 
to the season kick off to help 
the coaches develop their 
own skill base to pass on to 
the children.

A big thank you must go 
to Stephanie Grainger 
who has been doing all the 

administrative work behind the 
scenes with registrations and 

organizing and communicating 
with all the schools. Thank you 
to all the parent helpers that 
donate their time, without you 
guys we wouldn’t be able to run 
such successful afternoons, we 
are always keen for more people 
to help, so if you think you might 
be able come along and lend a 
hand then please don’t hesitate 
to email me sharnblack001@
gmail.com 

We look forward to bringing 
Football back for the children of 
Wairoa in 2022.



HELP SUPPORT OUR CLUB BY BECOMING A 

SPONSOR
CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY

to request a copy of our sponsorship proposal
Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com



$3,000 per year plus GST
(3 year partnership agreement)

SILVER SPONSOR

$5,000 per year plus GST
(3 year partnership agreement)

MAIN CODE SPONSOR

$1,500 per year plus GST
(3 year partnership agreement)

GROUND SIGNAGE SPONSOR

$500 per year plus GST
(3 year partnership agreement)

SQUASH SIGNAGE SPONSOR

$10,000 per year plus GST
(3 year partnership agreement)

TITANIUM SPONSOR


