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CODE
CONTACTS

SQUASH
CONTACT MIKE HARDIE

Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

SENIOR RUGBY
CONTACT LUKE HOW
Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL
Phone: 021 138 4501

Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

JUNIOR RUGBY

CONTACT BEN BLAKE
Phone: 027 818 9166

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

SENIOR FOOTBALL

CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL
Phone: 021 138 4501

Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

NETBALL

UPDATE
PRESIDENTS
As I reflect on the 2022 year for 
Athletic, I must say it is nice to 
get through a whole season 
without any interruption due 
to covid. I must thank the 
committee for all their hard 
work and drive to get the club 
moving in a positive direction. 
It was great to see strategic 
plans come to fruition especially 
the sponsorship drive, you may 
have noticed the new sponsors 
signs on the balcony and 
playing field, in addition to our 
major club sponsor Bayleys Real 
Estate coming on board, thank 
you to all our sponsors without 
your support a club like Athletic 
would struggle to function, and 
thank you to the committee 
members that committed time 
and effort to get this up and 
running. If you are keen to be 
one of our sponsors please get 
in touch through our email, 
there are still sponsorship 
options available. With the new 
sponsors on board, we are in 
the process of organising a club 
wide uniform for 2023 season, 
which we are planning to show 
off with a 2023 Season Launch 
and quiz night so watch out for 
that early 2023. 

It was a great year with 
participation and membership 
at an all-time high. the return of 
netball to Wairoa was great to 
see for our town and club, as a 
result Athletic ended up having 
three teams entered in the 

netball competition, its great to 
have netball as a code back 
in athletic and we are looking 
foward to bringing them into the 
club fully in 2023. Rugby had a 
great year winning the Poverty 
Bay Senior 1 competition for the 
second year in a row. Football 
although the results did not 
always go their way on the 
field, playing numbers were up 
and the emergence of local 
juniors from the college keen to 
cut their teeth with the adults 
was a positive note looking to 
the future. Squash mercantile 
competition was again well 
supported with the final match 
ending a draw and shared title, 
a first in the 41-year history of 
the competition. Junior rugby 
was again a highlight for me it’s 
always awesome to see the kids 
running around in black and 
white at Lambton square on a 
Saturday morning, they are our 
future and JAB is proving a real 
breeding ground for our senior 
team, this is evident as at least 
10 of the senior rugby team 
have played JAB for athletic as 
kids. 

Finally, I would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas 
and Happy new year, I hope 
you get time off with loved ones 
to relax and reflect on the year 
that has been. We look forward 
to seeing everyone next year 
and continue to build on what 
we have started in 2022.

Michael Pickering
Club President



The Athletic Men’s Football 
team finished the season in 6th 
Place of the 2nd Division of the 
Gisborne League. The season 
started out with a combined 
2nd and 3rd Division, and this 
split half way through with 
Athletic in the 2nd division, 
which was a step up from the 
previous year! 

The competition was tough and 
it was a challenging on field 
year, goals hard to come by 
and the wins often escaping 
the team in the last quarter of 
the game. This didn’t deter the 
team as they kept turning up 
week in and week out, and left 
it all on the field every week.
Many people need thanking 
for the season, without these 
people we wouldn’t a have a 
team, wouldn’t have a reason 
to turn up and represent the 
club we all love. A lot of this 
goes on behind the scenes, but 
definitely not unnoticed! 

Thanks to:
•	 Ben Blake who year in year 

out, continues to lead this 
team from the front. 

•	 Sandy and Andy for 
keeping the team fed, 
and in nice clean playing 
uniforms each week

•	 Toby Taylor – thanks for all 
the meals after training

•	 The Club – thanks to the 
executive committee 
of Athletic for being 
supportive and allowing 
the team to be part of this 
great club.

•	 Our number one sponsor 
and on-going supporter – 
QRS and Tony O’Sullivan

•	 Last but certainly not 
least – our supporters. 
Rain, hail, or shine, they 
are there to support us. It 
is a great feeling to have 
them cheering us on, even 
when the results didn’t go 
our way, they were always 
there. Thank you.

A memorable occasion was 
held in August of this year, 
with Jason Smith reaching a 
milestone of 20 years playing 
for our club. A huge feat 
and one that will be hard to 
surpass in the future. Thanks 
Smithy for your dedication 
and commitment to our club. 
Massive work.

We look on to 2023, and we 
do it all again. Merry Xmas and 
a Happy New year, thanks to 
everyone that makes the club 
successful, rest up and we will 
see you next year ready to go!!

UPDATE
FOOTBALL

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Luke Knight
Ben Blake

Vaughan Goldsmith
Vaughan McNabb

Katie Cornwall

CLUB SECRETARY
Michael Hardie

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

CLUB TREASURER
Luke How

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

CLUB CAPTAIN
Jason Smith

Email: tiusf40@hotmail.com

CLUB PRESIDENT
Michael Pickering

Email: michael@pickeringfd.co.nz

CLUB VICE PRESIDENTS
Kathleen Pickering

Email: kat@wildsparrow.co.nz

Robert Hamblyn
Email: milkyinnz@gmail.com

Paul Morunga
Email: pgmorunga1@gmail.com

CLUB PATRON
Bill Meek

Email: gaelforce@kinect.co.nz

COMMITTEE
MEMBERS

WANT TO GET
INVOLVED?
CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY

wathleticrfc@gmail.com



Most conscientious:  Paul Westwood
Most improved: Hunter Rangi & Kayden Edwards
Best and Fairest: Ryan O’Sullivan 
Best Back: Hamish Hay
Best forward: Tom Rowley-Westwood 
Best Mid: Ryan O’Sullivan
Best Goal: Hamish Hay
Player of year: Luke Graves
Runner up player of year: Phil Molina 
Golden Boot: Tom Westwood 
Most outstanding:  Mike Hardie 
Most Devoted to Athletic Football: Ben Blake
Doug McDermott supporters cup: Phil Molina

2021 FOOTBALL AWARDS

Phone: 027 818 9166
Email: wathleticafc@gmail.com

WANT TO PLAY FOOTBALL?
Contact Ben Blake

UPCOMING EVENTS
RUGBY TRAINING BEGINS
Thursday February 16th

FOOTBALL TRAINING BEGINS
Thursday March 2nd

JAB MUSTER
Saturday April 1st



UPDATE
JUNIOR RUGBY
First of all, it was great that we were 
able to complete a full season of 
junior rugby for 2022 without any 
disruptions. We relished the season 
with x4 teams playing junior rugby. 
X2 ripper grade teams, 1 junior 
grade team and one primary 
grade team. All children progressed 
and looked to have a great 2022 
season of rugby, the prize giving 
turnout proved this.

I would like to thank the children, 
their parents/caregivers and 
supporters, as always it is great to 

see you throughout each season. 

Thank you Janine for yet again 
another successful year of hot 
dogs and chips to enjoy following 
each training, thank you Pix for 
your ongoing support, it is hugely 
appreciated. Thank you Kat for 
designing and sorting out our prize 
giving certificates your work is 
amazing! 

To the children moving on to 11th 
grade next year I would like to 
wish you all the very best and I 

look forward to seeing your rugby 
progress. 

Last of all I want to say a huge 
thank you to our coaches, the 
dedication and guidance you 
show week in and week out is 
appreciated and without great 
people like yourselves our teams 
wouldn’t have been able to thrive. 
I am already looking forward to 
seeing everyone again at our 2023 
Athletic Junior Rugby muster. Bring 
it on!!  

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

WANT TO PLAY JUNIOR RUGBY?
Contact Katie Cornwall

2022 Athletic Junior Grade
Most Valuable Player:	 Kaleb Owen 2nd year

Most Valuable Player:	 Sam Powdrell 1st year

Best Attacking Player:	 Jimmy Garnham 2nd year

Best Attacking Player:	 Noah Powdrell 1st year

Best defensive Player:	 Max How 2nd year

Best defensive Player:	 Jahvaeah Taukamo-Huata 1st year

Most Improved:		  Sophie Williams 2nd year

Most Improved:		  Riley Smith 1st year

All Round Performance:	 Quinn Cornwall 2nd year

All Round Performance:	 Jack Doran 1st year

2022 Athletic Ripper 1
Most Valuable Player:	 Sabar Hikawai
Ripper of the year:	 Jed Williams
Attacker of the year:	 Rekohu Puha
Most Dedicated:	 Wyatt Smith
Fairplay:		  Asher Foley
Most Improved:		  Dion Law, Isla Monk, Cole Crossan
Most Promising:		  Leo Gallagher, Lucas How, Riwai Puha

2022 Athletic Ripper 2
Most Valuable Player:	 Liam Howard
Top Try Scorer:		  Ozhaius Taukamo-Huata
Outstanding Defender:	 Tommy Donovan
Overall Newbie:		 Stuart Huata
Most Improved:		  Harper Tipuna

2022 Athletic Primary Grade
Most Valuable Player:	 Shayden Bristowe
Most Improved Back:	 Cooper Crossan
Most Improved Forward:	Freya Morunga
Best Attacking Player:	 Jack Swann
Best Defensive Player:	 Charlotte Pearse

2022 JUNIOR RUGBY AWARDS



UPDATE
SQUASH
Another year of squash done 
and dusted! Newly sanded 
courts, new committee 
members, the year was a 
memorable one!

Junior Squash was a 
continued goal for 2022, and 
we kept it ticking over for the 
year!! Big thanks to Sara Bird 
for her continued support in 
running this for our club. Step 
by step we will get their with 
the juniors, but we are really 
seeking a dedicated person 
to drive this.

Mercantile Squash – this 
was an amazing year for 
Mercantile Squash. 11 teams 
of keen squash players vying 
for the title. For the first time in 
it’s history, the final was drawn 
by games and also on points 
countback. Well done to 
Farmlands and RS Reloaded. 
Wooden Spoon went to 
Athletic Rugby.
Watch this space next year, 
the committee look to make 
some cool changes to the 
format!
The Kevin Vette Cup for Most 
Dedicated Mercantile Player 
went to Luke Graves.

Thanks to the committee who 
each took an active role in 
getting our squash on the 
map – Luke Graves, Vaughan 
Goldsmith, Luke Knight, Milky 
Hamblyn, and Ryan O’Sullivan.

2022 Club Champs saw 
an intense week of squash 
in September. The squash 
was top notch and with 46 
participants there was some 
really close battles!

Congratulations to all the 
winners, but also to everyone 
that participated in our club 
champs. It really was cool to 
see people back at the club, 
bashing the ball around and 
having a good time.

Big thanks to all the people 
that volunteered (or got 
voluntold) for reffing and 
marking the games. It isn’t 
always easy, but we wouldn’t 
have a tournament without 
you, so thanks a lot. We are 
trying hard to install the culture 
of reffing/marking after your 
game, and it doesnt always 
work, but it is great to see 
people giving it a whirl.

Honki Hori was held at our 
Annual Prizegiving, with the 
Horis giving the Honkis a lesson 
or two in squash, winning quite 
comfortably!

Thanks to all that have 
been involved in squash, an 
amazing year and looking 
forward to developing in 2023 
even further! Have a nice 
break, use the courts over 
summer, and we will do it all 
again next year!!!

CLUB
LOUNGE

HIRE OUR

FOR YOUR
EVENT

$250
LOUNGE BOOKINGS 

ARE AVAILABLE 
FROM

VENUE?
LOOKING FOR A

Contact our Club Secretary 
to find out more:

wathleticrfc@gmail.com

For just $20

PURCHASE YOUR OWN

ATHLETIC CAP

Just ask at the bar

Pay at the bar & recieve your loyalty card

For just $20 per year

BECOME AN ATHLETIC

SOCIAL MEMBER



2022 SQUASH CLUB
CHAMPIONS
Open A Division - Matt Ross
Open A Division 2nd Round Plate - Brad Larsen
Open A Division 2nd Round Special Plate - Carol Goldsmith
Open A Division 3rd Round Plate - Mike Hardie
Womens A Division - Carol Goldsmith

Open B Division - Jason Rivers
Open B Division 1st Round Plate - Phil Jane
Open B Division 2nd Round Plate - Trudy Harrison
Open B Division 3rd Round Plate - Marrit Kirkenier
Womens B Division - Marrit Kirkenier

Open C Division - Bennett Manson
Open C Division 1st Round Plate - Phil Molina
Open C Division 2nd Round Plate - Grant Young
Open C Division 2nd Round Special Plate - Pete Robinson
Open C Division 3rd Round Plate - Ryan O’Sullivan
Open C Division Consolation Plate - Dean Hardy
Novice C Division Plate - Chase Carroll
Womens C Division - Candi Fox
Womens C Division Plate - Bec Morrell

Most improved : 2022 Sahil Alagh
Most Outstanding: 2022 Jonny  Hardie
Lyn Wong squash Sportsperson of Year: 2022 Bush Hawkins

2022 MERCANTILE 
WINNERS
Winners - Farmlands and RS Reloaded
Wooden Spoon - Athletic Rugby
Kevin Vette Cup Most Dedicated Mercantile Player - Luke Graves

MEMBERSHIP
FEES

SQUASH
Yearly Subscription
Single $150 

ONE CLUB ONE SUB

Married or de facto couple $300
ONE CLUB ONE SUB 
X2

Student under 19 $50
Family 2 adults, 2 under 19s $315

Casual
Single Game $7
30 day membership $25

CONTACT MIKE HARDIE
Phone: 027 424 4228

Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

$150 per season ONE CLUB ONE SUB
CONTACT LUKE HOW
Phone: 021 248 0959

Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

SENIOR RUGBY

$20 per year
Pay at the bar to recieve your 
loyalty card or email our club 

secretary at 
rwathleticrfc@gmail.com

SOCIAL MEMBER

$10 per season
CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

JUNIOR RUGBY

$150 per season ONE CLUB ONE SUB
CONTACT KATIE CORNWALL

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

NETBALL

$150 per season ONE CLUB ONE SUB
CONTACT BEN BLAKE
Phone: 027 818 9166

Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com

SENIOR FOOTBALL

Phone: 027 424 4228
Email: wairoasquash@gmail.com

WANT TO PLAY SQUASH?
Contact Mike Hardie

Proudly supported by

GISBORNE AND WAIROA



UPDATE
RUGBY
Athletic senior rugby enjoyed 
another stella season in the 
Poverty Bay senior one rugby 
competition. The team was 
coached by Paul Morunga 
and Turuki Tahuri with the 
senior players like Moss Doran 
providing additional insights in 
the training regime.

Alex Little led from the front In 
his first season as Captain, often 
players lose their edge with the 
added responsibility of being 
Cap, but Al Boy stood the test 
and will only grow.

The team played 11 games, 
getting the mid-season wobbles 
and losing their only two games 
one after the other in hometown 
derbies against Nuhaka and 
the following weekend against 
Tapuae. Apart from that they 
had a winning record right 
through.

A testament to their strength was 
the weekend after 2 losses when 
they took an understrength 
team up to Gisborne and 
played with only 15 players in 
the squad against YMP. A team 
that loves to punish the boys 
when we play in Gisborne. 
Athletic dug deep and kept 
banging them over, playing until 
the 85th minute whilst YMP tried 
to milk a penalty. The result – the 
boys walked away with a 24-22 
win and heads held high.

The semifinals home game was 
against Tapuae and went down 
to the wire. Once again both 
teams lifted the level with an 
outstanding battle on the field. 
Athletic came away with the 
win by a try and some bruised 
and battered bodies.

The final was played at Rugby 
Park and the lead up to the 
game was a week of wet 
weather. The ground held up 
well and the first half was one 
of the most entertaining and 
expansive games of rugby 
played all year. Everything 
turned to gold and the boys 
were clinical. The second half 
Pirates came out swinging and 
gained some momentum but 
the belief and comradeship 
amongst Athletic shut them 
down time and again. The mix 
of youth and speed like Jeffrey 
Ismael along with the older wiser 
gamesmanship from the likes 
of Aaron Ioane made it truly a 
game to enjoy. The end result a 
37 – 21 win and second year the 
boys held the 
Lew Pattison trophy aloft.

We extend a huge 
thank you to the 
committee who 
make the club 
live and 
breathe.
Thank 
you 

to Toby Taylor, Bill Meek and 
crew who feed an army of 
club players on Thursday, and 
nothing is ever a problem.

Also a big thank you to our 
dedicated code sponsor 
Charteris Choppers. Blakey and 
Sarah go above and beyond 
to help out and we love seeing 
them at the games.

And congrats to the netball 
team who have revitalized a 
part of our club that has been 
missing for years.



Phone: 021 248 0959
Email: luke@tarrantcotter.co.nz

WANT TO PLAY RUGBY?
Contact Luke How

Like our Facebook page
WAIROA ATHLETIC
SPORTS CLUB

SUB
CLUB
ONE

ONE

ALL OUR
CODES

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
GIVES YOU ACCESS TO

Are you a rugby or 
football member that 

has been thinking about 
playing squash?

Our one club one 
sub fee structure 

means you can give 
squash a try without 

paying any extra fees

Pay one fee to 
access ALL CODES

Most Tries: Aaron Loane
Most Points with the boot: Moss Doran
Best Forward: Matt Coppoolse
Best Back: George Twigley
Most Consistent: Angus Twigley
Most Conscientious: Daniel Knubley
Most Improved: Doug Vehikite
Most Promising: Jeff Ismail
Most Outstanding: Moss Doran
MVP: Ollie Rhodes

2022 RUGBY
AWARDS

Back row: Josh Powdrell, Douglas Vehikite, Vaughan Goldsmith, Fletcher Mildon, Winiata NiaNia, BJ Stewart, Jeffery Ismail, Will Taylor.
Middle row: Paul Morunga (Coach), Karl Donovan, Ollie Rhodes, Taimai Corker, Brodie Taylor, Adriaan Brits, George Hunt, 

Chris McGregor, Kalaney Ruwhiu, George Twigley, Michael Pickering (President).
Front row: Bill Meek (Patron), Sean Taylor, Turuki Tahuri, Daniel Knubley, Alex Little (Captain), Moss Doran, Ritchie Price, Joe McGregor, 

Toby Taylor (Life Member).
Absent: Matt Coppoolse, Aaron Ioane, Kyle Rhodes, Damen Huata, Angus Twigley

Back row: Josh Powdrell, Douglas Vehikite, Vaughan Goldsmith, Fletcher Mildon, Winiata NiaNia, BJ Stewart, Jeffery Ismail, Will Taylor.
Middle row: Paul Morunga (Coach), Karl Donovan, Ollie Rhodes, Taimai Corker, Brodie Taylor, Adriaan Brits, George Hunt, 

Chris McGregor, Kalaney Ruwhiu, George Twigley, Michael Pickering (President).
Front row: Bill Meek (Patron), Sean Taylor, Turuki Tahuri, Daniel Knubley, Alex Little (Captain), Moss Doran, Ritchie Price, Joe McGregor, 

Toby Taylor (Life Member).
Absent: Matt Coppoolse, Aaron Ioane, Kyle Rhodes, Damen Huata, Angus Twigley



UPDATE
NETBALL

Athletic Tahi
Most Improved: 		 Staci Needham
Most Conscientious: 	 Evie Owen
Most Consistent: 	 Rox Habib
Most Outstanding: 	 Toni Hikawai
Players Player: 		  Mahara Foley
MVP: 			   Angel Hammond

Athletic Rua
Most Improved: 		 Janine How
Most Conscientious: 	 Christina Hau
Most Consistent: 	 Kirstie O’Neil-Hunia
Most Outstanding: 	 Kirtsy-Jane Meredith &
			   Amy Pearse
Players Player: 		  Christina Hau
MVP: 			   Christina Hau

Athletic Toru
Most Improved: 		 Courtney Hayward
Most Conscientious: 	 Alice Wilson
Most Consistent: 	 Ella Pegram
Most Outstanding: 	 Elana Dewet
Players Player: 		  Ella Pegram
MVP: 			   Moana Cooper

2022 NETBALL AWARDS

What an awesome achievement 
for our club to have entered 3 
netball teams into the 2022 Wairoa 
Netball round, organised and very 
well run by Tahuri Mai. 

The season was well represented 
by our 3 Athletic netball teams 
who each thoroughly enjoyed 
getting back onto the court 
after many years of no women’s 
netball in Wairoa. We were all 
very appreciative of this being 
organised and happening! 

The season was nicely spread to 

allow those of us playing to support 
our children who were also playing 
sport. We also had a netball team 
who represented our club at the 
Kurangaituku tournament which is 
held annually in Rotorua. 

The end of the season saw a fun 
run around of netball vs rugby/
football and I think following the 
result of these games it’s safe to 
say rugby/football owe the kegs 
this year!

A huge thank you to each and 
every player we had, to those 

who put their hand up to manage, 
coach and support our teams. We 
couldn’t have done it without you 
all. 

Thank you to PGG Wrightsons for 
sponsoring our playing T shirts for 
2022. It was great to look tidy while 
on court. Lastly thank you to the 
Athletic committee for the support 
throughout the season.

We are looking forward to the 
2023 season and hope to have 
everyone back for another 
successful round of Wairoa netball.

Like our Facebook page

WAIROA ATHLETIC SPORTS CLUB

Phone: 021 138 4501
Email: katie_garnham@hotmail.com

WANT TO PLAY NETBALL?
Contact Katie Cornwall



GISBORNE AND WAIROA

HUGE THANKS TO OUR
2022 SPONSORS!

ROADS



HELP SUPPORT OUR CLUB BY BECOMING A 

SPONSOR
CONTACT OUR CLUB SECRETARY

to request a copy of our sponsorship proposal
Email: wathleticrfc@gmail.com


